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This is it. My era at DIG Magazine is over. And although I 
am sad to see it end, I couldn’t be happier with what we’ve done 
this semester. My staff and I, all five of us, took 16 blank pages 
(sometimes 24) and made them into a living, breathing magazine 
with a voice, an identity and a website that has attracted 
thousands of visitors. 

But I don’t want to spend my whole letter telling you what we’ve 
done this year. You have a copy of our magazine in your hand. 
You know what we've done. You know that we’ve put together 
something else that no other publication on campus can match; 
that we’ve had more exclusive one-on-one interviews with bands 
and entertainers than anybody else. Bands and entertainers that 
you actually care about, that are known nationwide, not just 
some garage band from around the corner. 

And that tradition continues with this issue. The three 
interviews from Taste of Chaos bands in our last issue were so 
well received that we decided to do the same type of thing for this 
issue, but this time we interviewed six bands that will be on the 
Warped Tour this summer. Yes, six. 

David Gillette wrote an opinion piece about going back in time 
to kill bands he doesn’t like. Although I don’t necessarily agree 
with him on all his choices, it’s an amusing piece. 

Daniel Macri scoured the town for the best places to go on a 
budget. Kate Voegele took some time out of her busy television 
and tour schedule to talk to Jessica Iavazzi. And former Dirtbag 
turned Angels ace, Jered Weaver, checked in with Abby Mastracco 
from the road. 

I guess all that’s left for me is to thank a few people. 

Thank you to the publication board for giving me this chance 
and trusting me with this opportunity. I hope I made you guys 
proud. 
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Thank you to my staff: Stephanie Cary, Dale Johnson, Daniela 
Gutierrez and Jessica Iavazzi. It can be a huge challenge for five 
college students to work together on something for a year without 
conflict or other responsibilities coming up, but you guys made 
my job easy. You guys are all so talented and I know you all will 
do well in life. 

Thanks mom, dad, Sean, grandma and grandpa for the love 
and support. Thanks to my beautiful girlfriend Kyla for taking 
the backseat to the magazine so many nights. Thank you to 
professors Barb Kingsley, Amara Aguilar and William Mulligan 
for all the constructive criticism and words of wisdom. And thank 
you to Jamie and Bev over in business and production for putting 
up with all my shit. 

Last, but definitely not least, thank you: the readers. Thank 
you for picking up our magazine every month. You make our 
hard work worth it. 

That’s it. I’m done. Take care everybody and congratulations 
to the class of 2008! 


Meee eis 


Matthew Wilkinson 
Editor in Chief 
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4 Opinion 

Ever wish the band you hate the most never hit it 
big? Travel back in time with one of our writers 
to find out who he would eliminate from the 
music scene before their breakthrough. 


D9 Q&A 

lds Hill” star and up-and-coming 
songwriter Kate Voegele talks about her new 
album, upcoming tour and her success in the 
entertainment industry. 


6 Calendar 


Your source for what’s going down on and off 
campus for May. 


7 Music 


Six of the biggest acts on this year’s Vans Warped 
Tour give DIG their take on the summer-long punk 
rock festival. 


1 1 Summer Tour Preview 
See what big tours are coming through the area 
this summer, what bands are on them and how 
much they cost. 


12 Investigative Report 
The do’s and dont’s of living on a budget in our 
beloved beach town. 


15 Travel 


Spring break beyond Cancun: Read about one 
writer’s trip to Morocco. 


16 Reviews 

We review The Cab’s debut album, From First To 
Last’s newest disc and the recent Thrice and Circa 
Survive tour that hit San Diego. 
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By David Gillette 

Everybody has a band that hurts them. The Who at 136 decibels 
is a good kind of hurt. But hearing The Eagles “Hotel California” 
for the umpteenth time can be hazardous to your mental health. 
There has to be a way to avoid the painful sensation of hearing 
these bands and songs ever again. 

But even better, what if you never had to hear them to begin 
with? 

The plan is simple: Trick out a De Lorean, get a little plutonium 
and floor that bad boy until it hits 88 mph a la “Back to the Future.” 
Pack a gun, explosives and white lines laced with rat poison. The 
mission is simple, travel back in time and whack the bands before 
they hit it big. 

I am offering the top five bands I would destroy in reverse 
order. 

No. 5 — Journey 

Why? They didn’t invent lighter-waving arena rock, but they 
did give birth to the lighter-waving karaoke crowd that won't let 
go of the cocaine 1980s. 

Signature Ditty — “Separate Ways” 

You have to be kidding me. You lost your virginity to that at the 
prom? Have you seen the video? Have you seen their hair? 

No. 4 — Puff Daddy 

Why? It should have been him instead of Biggie. Yeah, he’s not 
a band, but he’s a one-man wrecking crew. If you want to know 
why hip-hop sucks in 2008, look no further than P-Daddy. I mean 
P-Diddy. Oh. Just Diddy now. 

Signature Ditty — “I'll Be Missing You” 

To reiterate: Why couldn’t Biggie rap this about Puffy? The 
humanity of it... 

No. 3 — REO Speedwagon 

Why? They blended the butt-rock genre with the es -waving 
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antics of arena rock. What is butt-rock? It’s a bunch of lazy has- 
beens that rock mullets, drink Pabst Blue Ribbon beer and wear 
sleeveless plaid shirts. Capiche? They also sued REO Speedealer, 
quite possibly the greatest band to twist another band’s name. 


Signature Ditty — “Roll With the Changes” 

How will they roll with the changes? How about cutting off 
those butt-rock mullets or I could decapitate them? 

No. 2 — Kenny G 

Why? He’s another one-man wrecking crew that launched an 
armada of chardonnay jazz yachts. His lack of talent elicited jazz 
guitar stalwart Pat Metheny to write, “If I ever saw him in person 
and if I ever DO see him anywhere, at any function - he WILL get a 
piece of my mind and (maybe a guitar wrapped around his head).” 
How do you feel about time travel and murder Pat? 

Signature Ditty — The one where he holds the note for like an 
hour. 

Here’s hoping he gets so lost in the moment that he forgets 
where he is and falls off stage, lodging his sax down his throat and 
suffocates. Should have saved your lungs instead of blowing that 
note for an hour! 

No. 1 — Air Supply 

Why? If you don’t get this, maybe you should turn the gun 
on yourself. They are not romantic. They are not pop. They are 
a devious plan hatched by Beelzebub himself to make my life a 
living hell for eternity. 

Signature Ditty - “All Out of Love” 

Since they started using this for their commercials, I will never 
eat at Denny’s again. Seriously! The Moon Over My Hammies just 
aren’t the same. 

Love it or hate it, just don’t say I didn’t warn you. I’m going to 
get this made into a movie... 


By Jessica Iavazzi 


Ihe average 21-year-old 
is writing term papers, 
going to parties and 
watching their favorite teen 
dramas. Kate Voegele, on the 
other hand, is writing hit songs, 
going on tour and starring in a 
popular teen drama. 

After dropping out of 
Miami University of Ohio as 
a sophomore, this Cleveland 
native signed to MySpace 
Records and put out her first 
full-length album “Don’t Look 
Away.” Her record, filled with 
a range of catchy pop melodies 
and insightful lyrics, has been 
called a female parallel to John 
Mayer’s “Room for Squares.” 

It features her first singles, 

the deep piano-rooted “Kindly 

Unspoken” and the uplifting 

heartbreak anthem “Only “It’s so essenti: 
Fooling Myself,” which Voegele 
just shot a video for. 

After appearing as budding 
musician Mia on the fifth 
season of the CW network’s 
“One Tree Hill,” Voegele’s 
uncharted talent is taking her straight to stardom, all while 
she is still trying to earn a college degree online. 


promote this 
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Q: You started making music at a young age, did 
you always want to pursue music as a career? 

A: It was always something that I thought would be 
awesome. I don’t know anyone famous and never thought it 
was possible for me to break into this industry. [I have been] 
accidently stumbling upon all these opportunities. I'd love to 
someday go back to art school. I love anything creative. 

Q: Your songs can be considered anthems because 
they are so easily related to by many young girls, is 
there a song on the album that is most personal for 
you? 

A: “Wish You Were Here.” I feel like it’s the one that every 
time I sing it I can get back into that place where I wrote 
it. It’s such a universal feeling. [It’s about when] one person 
turns out to be someone different. You're in love with a person 
and that’s not who they are. It’s confusing and tragic and I 
wanted to kind of express that in a song. It’s the 


connect with t he fans. 


what [“‘One Tree Hill’] has done for 1 


coolest thing when somebody 
hears it and they say that’s 
what’s going on in their life. 

Q: You said there were 
a lot of musicians who 
“spoke to you.” What 
artists would you say 
inspire you and your 
music the most? 

A: I grew up listening to 
stuff my parents listened to: 
Carole King, James Taylor, 
Carly Simon, and ’7os stuff 
because it’s so organic and 
real. That’s what I want to do 
with my music, but in a more 
modern sense. 

Q: You were recently 
on “One Tree Hill.” How 
did the idea for your 
character on that show 
come about? 

A: It was crazy because 
like most of the things that 
have been the best for me [in 
my life], it came about very 
randomly and unexpectedly. 
My manager proposed the 
idea for the casting call, 
I read lines and played 
songs. The creator [Mark 
Schwahn] said, ‘Kate, music 
is your thing but you could 
do this for a living.’ A couple 
weeks later I was filming in 
Wilmington, N.C. 

Q: How would you 
compare yourself to your 
character Mia? 

A: It was really cool 
because obviously Mia is 
a musician who plays my 
songs. On the surface she 
is super shy and quiet and nervous, but on stage she is the 
total opposite. She’s really loud, outgoing and comfortable in 
any situation. Channel back to when I was 15 and I was that 
girl once. It was awesome because as her character evolved, 
so much about her was similar to me. She was fun-loving, 
spontaneous, sarcastic, and I’m very much like that. 

Q: Would you want to pursue acting in the future or 
do you have any plans to return to the show? 

A: I’m sure I'll end up coming back for an episode or two 
in the future. Mia is such a great character and I loved being 
in her world. Acting was great, but right now I’m so excited 
about this record and everything that I can’t ever picture my 
life without being a musician. 

Q: What are your upcoming plans for the summer 
and the rest of 2008? 

A: I’m pretty much on the road for all of it. It’s so essential 
to go out and play and connect with the fans. I’m hoping to 
really promote this record and take advantage of what the 
show has done for me. I'll be living on the bus for the next 
two years. |» 
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The Offspring 


Arts Day, @ the 
Japanese Garden, 
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m., $7 


Alicia Keys, @ The 
Honda Center, 7:30 
p.m., $125/ $39.50 


11 
Baseball vs. UCSB, 
@ Blair Field, 1:00 
p.m. 


Max Bemis of Say 
Anything acoustic 
show, @ Chain 
Reaction, 7:30 


Matt Costa, @ The 
Glass House, 7:00 
p-m., $17 


The Offspring w/ 
Pennywise and 
more, @ Santa 
Barbara Bowl, 
3:00 p.m., $37.50/ 
$29.50 


Baseball vs. CS 
Fullerton, @ Blair 
Field, 1:00 p.m. 


A Cursive Memory. 
@ Chain Reaction, 
7:30 p.m., $10 


5 
KT Tunstall, @ The 
Wiltern, 8:00 p.m., 


$35/ $25 


Beginning of finals 
week 


The Adicts, @ HOB 
Sunset, 8:30 p.m., 
$17.50 


The Kooks, @ The 
Wiltern, 8:00 p.m., 


FE 


Baseball vs. Fresno 
State, @ Blair 
Field, 6:00 p.m. 


Atmosphere, @ 
The Music Box at 
the Fonda, 8:00 
p-m., $20 


13 
I Hate Kate, @ 
Chain Reaction, 


7:30 p.m., $10 


20 
Fall of Troy, @ The 
Glass House, 7:00 
p-m., $12 


27 
4 Thrice w/ Circa 


Survive May 27-28, 
@ HOB Anaheim, 
6:30 p.m., $17.50 


The Police, @ 
The Hollywood 
Bowl, 7:30 p.m., 
$305.50/ $54.50 


6 May 2008 | digmagonline.com 


WwW 


Uf 
Rockstar Get a Life 


Tour w/ The Used, 
@ UCI Bren Events 
Center, 7:00 p.m., 
$22.50 


14 
Kate Nash, @ The 


Music Box at the 
Fonda, 8:00 p.m., 


$18 


21 
Emarosa, @ Chain 
Reaction, 7:30 
p.m., $10 


Gigantour w/ 
Megadeth, @ Long 
Beach Convention 
Center, 5:30 p.m., 
$37.50/ $19.99 


28 
Commencement 
ceremonies begin 


T 


1 
Piano Showcase, 
@ Gerald Daniel 
Recital Hall, 8:00 
p-m., for tickets call 
(562) 985-7000 


Nortec Collective, 
@ The Glass 
House, 7:00 p.m., 
$15 


8 
University Art 
Museum and 
Art Department 
present Insights 
2008: The Annual 
Student Exhibition, 
@ University Art 
Museum, 12:00 
p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 


15 
College of 
Liberal Arts 
Student Research 
Showcase, @ the 
quadrangle on 
Upper Campus 
outside of Lecture 
Halls 50/51, 11:00 
a.m. - 2:00 


22 
The Phenomenauts, 
@ Chain Reaction, 
7:30 p.m., $10 


Brian McKnight, 
@ The Grove of 
Anaheim, 8:00 
p-m., $65/ $45 


29 
Cinematic Sunrise, 
@ Chain Reaction, 


7:30 p.m., $15 


R.E.M., @ The 
Hollywood Bowl, 
7:00 p.m., $125/ 
$30 


F 


2 
Vocal Jazz Concert, 
@ University 
Theatre, 8:00 p.m., 
for tickets call (562) 
985-7000 


Stiff Little Fingers, 
@ HOB Sunset, 
9:00 p.m., $18.50/ 
$15.50 


Softball vs. 
Pacific, @ Softball 
Complex, 1:00 p.m. 


Ryan Cabrera, @ 
Key Club LA, 7:00 
p-m., $20 


16 
Ra Ra Riot, @ The 
Glass House, 7:00 
p-m., $10 


Sound Tribe Sector 
Nine May 16-17, @ 
HOB Sunset, 8:30 
p-m., $17 per day 


23 
Baseball vs. CS 
Fullerton, @ Blair 
Field, 6:30 p.m. 


The Higher w/ Eye 
Alaska, @ Chain 
Reaction, 7:30 
p.m., $12 


30 
Metro Station w/ 
The Cab, @ HOB 
Anaheim, 7:30 
p.m., $10 


Tron Maiden 

May 30-31, @ 
Verizon Wireless 
amphitheater, 8:00 
p-m., $89/ $20 


S 


3 
Caribbean 
Extravaganza, @ 
University Theatre, 
2:00 p.m. & 8:00 
p-m., for tickets call 
(562) 985-7000 


Avril Lavigne, @ 
The Honda Center, 
7:30 p.m., $52.40/ 
$26.50 


10 
Baseball vs. UCSB, 
@ Blair Field, 2:00 
p.m. 


Softball vs. 
Pacific, @ Softball 
Complex, 1:00 p.m. 


17 
Athletic Association 
presents the 14th 
annual Jewels of 
the Night, @ The 
Pyramid, 5:00 p.m. 


I AM Ghost, @ 
Chain Reaction, 
7:30 p.m., $10 


24 
Baseball vs. CS 
Fullerton, @ Blair 
Field, 2:00 p.m. 


Set Your Goals, @ 
The Glass House, 
7:00 p.m., $12 


31 
The Cure, @ The 
Hollywood Bowl, 
6:30 p.m., $135/ 
$35 


The Adolescents, 
@ The Knitting 
Factory, 8:30 p.m., 
$15 
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SayAny ching 


he formula for Warped Tour is 

simple: get as many bands as 

you can, spread them out on a 

handful of stages, give them a half 
hour to play and let the audience roam the 
grounds. 

Sound like a good idea? It should. 
Warped is now in its 14th year, making it 
North America’s longest-running touring 
festival. And despite the 30-minute sets, 
the scorching heat (the tour hits the whole 
continental United States in outdoor venues 
during the day in the middle of summer) 
and the vigorous schedule (the tour does 46 
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RCA Records 


shows in less than two months), bands love 
this tour. 

Even big name groups like Gym Class 
Heroes, Angels and Airwaves and Story of 
the Year—bands who could easily sell out 
their own summer club tours—play Warped 
instead. But why? Is it for the scene cred? 
The exposure? Being able to hang out with 
a bunch of other bands all summer with no 
ego bullshit? 

We're not sure exactly, but we sat down 
with six different bands that will be on the 
tour all summer to find out. 
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Say Anything takes RCA Records 


on quite a literal sense 
of its name. With lyrics 
like “I called her on the 
phone, and she touched 
herself,” songs based 
around love lost during 
the Holocaust, and 
singer Max Bemis’ past 
bi-polar escapades that 
led to the cancellation 
of numerous tour dates, 
the boys in Say Anything 
aren't afraid to let it all 
hang out. 

Its this  smart- 
ass attitude from the 
Los Angeles-based 
indie rockers that has 
catapulted them to the 
top of the indie scene 
and the tip of everyone’s tongues. 

I caught up with drummer Coby Linder while he was hanging 
out poolside in Hawaii fresh off ofthe band’s recent U.S. headlining 
tour. 

Less than a year removed from its double disc concept album, 
“In Defense Of The Genre,” Say Anything is ready to take on the 
mother of all summer excursions: Warped Tour. 

“All of us pretty much grew up going to Warped Tour,” Linder 
said. “They offered us a main stage spot, so it just seemed like the 
right time to do it. We’re going to do the whole thing. It’s going to 
be a party, I’m stoked.” 

On “In Defense Of The Genre,” Say Anything looked to expand 
its unique sound, further separating from any other band you can 
find in indie rock, or anywhere for that matter. 

“We always try and get a bunch of different influences in there,” 
Linder said. “And just try and think what would be a cool and 
unexpected thing to do. We might have one punk part then it goes 
in to a total different indie rock part with really nasty guitars and 
weird drums. And if you put enough of those different elements in 
to one song, you can’t really get pigeon-holed.” 


By Jessica Iavazzi 


Southern California locals Reel Big Fish became an underground 
hit on the ska scene in 1995, and gained mainstream recognition 
with their 1997 song “Sell Out,” a sarcastic track about the music 
industry. 

Over the years the band has been signed to Mojo Records and 
Jive Records, but they now work as an independent group with 
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Say Anything also 
enlisted the assistance 
of many of its emo 
| counterparts including 
_ Hayley Williams of 
_ Paramore, Gerard 

Way of My Chemical 
Romance, Matt Skiba 
of Alkaline Trio and 
many, many more in 
_ the group’s. defense 

of the genre that you 
_ either love or hate. 
“Tt was just kind of 

like being proud of the 
music that you play,” 
said Linder of the album 
concept. 

One of the pressures 
_of Warped Tour is 
_ playing for an audience 
that is unfamiliar with 
your music, one slip up 
and the crowd could be off to one of the many other stages. You 
have a short time to garner the attention of new fans and have to 
make the most of your set, something Say Anything is familiar 
with. 

“When we were on tour with Dashboard Confessional a couple 
summers ago,” Linder said, “we were the one full-on rock band on 
that tour. So we just had to go up there for 25-30 minutes and just 
give it everything. And out of the 4,000 kids that were there at the 
Dashboard show every night, you hope that like maybe 200-300 
will like you, remember you and maybe come to your shows next 
time.” 

Despite the added pressure of playing for people other than 
fans of your bands, Linder was certainly much more excited for 
the tour than nervous. 

“I’m most excited for the experience,” Linder said. “Just doing 
the whole thing, the heat, and I can’t wait to be friends with bands 
that I really respect as musicians. I’ve grown up listening to punk 
rock like Pennywise and Bad Religion and both of those are full- 
on Warped Tour bands. It’s the cheesy story, but it’s true, I’m just 
stoked to be able to say that we did it. And playing on the main 
stage is such an honor.” 


a distribution and licensing company called Rock Ridge Music. 
These seasoned musical veterans - vocalist/guitarist Aaron 
Barrett, trombone player/vocalist Dan Regan, bassist Derek Gibbs, 
guitarist/trumpet player/keyboardist/vocalist Scott Klopfenstein, 
trumpet player/vocalist John Christianson and drummer Ryland 
Steen- have seen this industry through it’s growing pains and 
changes, but still strive to create intriguing, thought-provoking 
songs for their fans. 

“We'll get 13-year-old kids [at our shows], which is great for 
us,” Klopfenstein said. “It’s neat to see young kids still enjoying 
the show. It means that we are actually bringing something that 
has a lot of longevity to it. A lot of these new bands, where will 
they be? We’ve had a 15-year career.” 

Now after a six-year hiatus from the Vans Warped Tour and 10 
years since they first made their appearance on the tour, Reel Big 
Fish is heading out for the full two- month trek across the United 
States. Known for its energetic, humorous sets, the band thinks 
that aspect of its performance has not altered over the years and 
just wants to interact with its fans. 

“We just like to have a good time,” Klopfenstein said. “We 
also just like to entertain and the thing that I think has helped 
us continue over the years is that we are a whole package band. 
We're really awkward, shy individuals so when we get on stage it’s 
actually the only place where we feel comfortable. You are getting 
what we are as people- goofy- and we don’t take anything very 
seriously, but music. Other than that not a lot.” |» 


Reta cts Oo oS 


iv) 
~ 


Eas 


By Matthew 
Wilkinson 
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Anybody who went to 
the Warped Tour earlier 
this decade is probably 
familiar with Story of the 
Year. The St. Louis-based 
alt-rock quintet came 
up through the Warped 
trenches playing dates 
on the small stages in ’02 
and ’03 before the release 
of its gold-certified debut 
album “Page Avenue” in 
late 2003. 

After playing arenas 
with Linkin Park and 
becoming modern radio 
rock stars a la “Until The 
Day I Die” and “Anthem 
Of Our Dying Day,” both 
Billboard Top 20 Modern Rock hits, the group returned to the 
Warped Tour to headline in’04 and played select dates in ’05. 

But when the band’s ballsy 2005 sophomore release, “In the 
Wake of Determination,” failed to produce any hits and its label, 
Maverick Records, folded and was absorbed into Warner Bros. 
Records, the group was left unsigned with its latest record a 
commercial flop. It seemed like a good time to take a vacation. 

Cut to 2008, after almost a two-year hiatus Story of the Year is 
back, although they can’t agree on an alibi of where they’ve been. 

“We've been tanning,” singer Dan Marsala said. “We were 
around, but wearing camouflage,” guitarist Ryan Phillips 
countered. “I was doing penguin research in Antartica,” drummer 
Josh Willis chimed in. 

Their actual whereabouts may never be known, but the band 
members did reveal what they’ve been doing. 

“We've been writing and recording a new record,” rhythm 
guitarist and backing vocalist Philip Sneed said with a smile on 
his face. “It took us a while.” 

Sneed was referring to “The Black Swan,” Story of the Year’s 


By Dale Johnson 


When Set Your Goals co-vocalist Matt Wilson was asked to 
describe his band, he used only two words: “Fast and energetic.” 

Combining pop-punk with many of the stylings of traditional 
hardcore, the Bay Area-based quintet, who met going to local 
punk and hardcore shows, stray from the norm further by 
incorporating two lead singers who only sing during live shows. 

“It was something we wanted to try out because it was unique 
and it ended up working to our benefit, especially live,” said 
Wilson, who attended CSULB as a freshman. “There is a lot more 
crowd interaction going on. It’s a totally different dynamic.” 

Drawing influences from a wide spectrum of bands including 
Blink 182, The Nerve Agents and old AFI, and taking its name 
from melodic hardcore band CIV’s album of the same name, 
Set Your Goals clearly isn’t your run-of-the-mill pop-punk band 
that you will see across the many stages at Warped Tour this 
summer. 

Set Your Goals played a few weeks on the Smart Punk stage 
on last year’s Warped Tour, and was ecstatic when it was asked 
to play the entire tour and co-headline the stage this year with 
Alesana. 

“We're really, really excited for the tour this year,” Wilson 


| third album which was 
| released April 22 on 
| Epitaph Records, the 
band’s new indie label 
home. : 

“Tt still keeps the 
| heaviness of the last 
_ record and brings back 
a lot of the elements 
of the first record as 
well,” Phillips said. “It’s 
a good balance, but it’s 
progressing as well.” 

“Tt’s our best record 
yet,” bassist Adam 
Russell said. “That’s a 
fact. You could probably 
check facts.com and it 
would be on there.” 

Although Russell 
may be a little biased, 
“The Black Swan” debuted with mostly positive reviews and is 
already getting more love than the band’s last record. 

“We didn’t have a label. We didn’t have an A&R person,” Sneed 
said. “I don’t know, there was a long list of reasons why our last 
album probably didn’t catch on.” 

“The last record was a lot more aggressive, it’s a heavier record,” 
Phillips added. “It was a lot more raw. It’s not nearly as suited for 
a mainstream radio audience as our first record was.” 

With “The Black Swan” the band tries to blend those heavier 
elements in with the type of radio-friendly choruses that “Page 
Avenue” had. But no matter how the record sells, Story of the Year 
is ready to return to the summer tour that they know and love and 
endure the scorching temperatures of the continental U.S. in the 
middle of summer. 

“I’m not looking forward to sweating and smelling really bad, 
but I am looking forward to playing every day on the tour and 
checking out other bands,” Sneed said. “We’ve played every stage 
on the tour and we still like coming back.” 


Photo courtesy of Set Your Goals 4 


Set You r Goals 


said. “And I am really stoked to meet the Bouncing Souls. To be 
even on the same ground as them, not even sharing the same 
stage, but to be at the same event as them. They have been a huge 
influence on me since I was in middle school, I can’t wait to meet 
them.” 

After Warped Tour, Set Your Goals hope to return to the studio 
to write and record its follow up to “Mutiny.” ||" 
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By Matthew 
Wilkinson 


Headlining the main 
stage of Warped Tour 
shouldn’t be much of a 
daunting task for Florida 
foursome From First To 
Last. The screamo group 
was assigned the same 
duty in 2006, and did 
it for half the tour until 
it was forced to drop 
off the tour after lead 
vocalist Sonny Moore 
developed a node on his 
vocal cords. 

Moore had a pair 
of surgeries, but never 
fully recovered. He quit 
the band, leaving the 
rest of its members in 

confusion. 
_ “When Sonny quit we were left in a predicament,” said guitarist 
and screamer Travis Richter. “We didn’t know what to do. Our 
management had left us too. We were on our own without a singer. 
But we decided to keep with it.” 

And. why wouldn’t they? The band’s debut album, 2004’s 
“Dear Diary, My Teen Angst Has.a Body Count” was very well- 
received and its sophomore album, 2006’s “Heroine,” debuted at 
No,.25 on the Billboard charts and started a major label bidding 
war. The group signed with Capitol Records, but after Moore left 
and Capitol merged with Virgin the band was dropped without 
releasing a record. 

But its unsigned status didn’t last long. Suretone Records heard 
some of the group’s demos and offered them a deal. “From First 
To Last,” the band’s third album, was released May 6. 

“It’s way different,” Richter said. “It’s kind of an extension of 
‘Heroine’ with a more upbeat, positive ‘Dear Diary’ kind of vibe. 
It’s the most stripped down our band will ever be.” 

The guys decided not to replace Sonny with a new 
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By Jessica Iavazzi 


While attending high school in the small town of Bradenton, 
Fla., four teenage musicians decided to hit the road and see if they 
could make it in the music world. 

“We went on our first tour as a band with no money, and after 
the tour we were like we have to do this forever,” said lead singer/ 
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member, but to switch 
back to guitarist 
Matt Good on vocals, 
something they did on 
the band’s original EP. 
The move caused a big 
change in sound. 

“We're going to leave 
behind what we used to 
be and slowly evolve 
into something new 
and different,” Richter 
said. “We don’t want to 
be labeled as a hardcore 
or post-hardcore band 
anymore, we just want 
to be a really sick rock 
band.” 


The new _ lineup 
has already toured the 
country, playing on 


this year’s Take Action 
Tour and doing a mini-headlining tour that included dates at both 
Bamboozle festivals. The group even flew to Spain to play an MTV 
winter concert alongside The Cure. 

“We don’t have a lot of money in our pockets, but we're rolling 
around the world doing some badass stuff,” Richter said. “We're 
very blessed.” 

As far as Warped Tour goes, fans of the old lineup shouldn’t 
hesitate to check out the band’s set. The guys promise to still play 
the fan favorites. 

“It took us a minute to figure out how to play the old songs, but 
once we did I think that we’re playing them better now then we 
eyer did before, at least vocally,” Richter said. “We’re hitting three 
part harmonies and other stuff we've always wanted to do.” 

And although they had to drop off Warped in 2006, the guys 
still have dates from 2004 and 2005 under their belts. Richter’s 
advice to first-year bands: 

“Roll with the punches. Don’t worry about the little shit. Have 
fun, appreciate that you’re there and drink a lot of water. And 
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bring lots of baby wipes.” | |» 


guitarist Travis Clark, known for his long fiery red locks and goofy 
smile. 

Now in 2008, these pop-punk newcomers are igniting the 
music scene with their sugar-sweet young anthems on their self- 
titled debut album, which was released only seven months ago. 
Ever since October, the band’s designed-to-get-stuck-in-your- 
head hits have become fixtures on the iTunes Top 100 list and the 
soundtracks of teen dramas like “The Hills” and “One Tree Hill.” 

Along with Clark, guitarist Hunter Thomsen, his bassist brother 
Drew Thomsen and drummer Danny Duncan make up We the 
Kings, named after the mascot of their middle school where the 
boys met. They are heading out all summer on the Vans Warped 
Tour for their first time, noted by Clark as “one of their biggest 
dreams to do as a band.” 

Fresh off their headlining Long Hair Don’t Care Tour with 
Valencia, Charlotte Sometimes, The Cab and Sing It Loud (Yes, 
they really didn’t cut their hair the whole time), the boys are no 
strangers to being on the road and Clark says that they “want 
to continue touring for the next three years straight.” For now 
though, they are ready for the hectic summer festival and the 
other bands they will be sharing the stages with. 

“All Time Low is going to be on a couple shows of Warped 
Tour, so is Just Surrender, Mayday Parade and Cobra Starship,” 
Clark said. “It’s going to be one giant reunion.” ||" 
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By Daniela Gutierrez 


What: 
Lollapalooza. 
Who: Radiohead, 
Nine Inch Nails, 
Rage Against the 
Machine, The 
Raconteurs, Kanye 
West, Gnarls 
Barkley, Bloc Party 
& many more. 
When: August 1-3 
Where: Grand Park, Chicago. 

Why: This year’s lineup makes it worth it to take a 
vacation out of state. 

How much: $205 for a three day pass. 


delivered by AT&T 


What: Honda 
Civic Tour. 

Who: Panic At The 
Disco, Motion City 
Soundtrack, The 
Hush Sound and 
Phantom Planet. 
When: June 14 
Where: Honda 
Center, Anaheim. 
Why: Do Panic At The Disco’s Beatles-esque jams 
of “Pretty. Odd” sound good in an arena? We've got 
to find out. 

How much: $30 


What: Rockstar 
Mayhem Festival. 
Who: Slipknot, 
Disturbed, 
Dragonforce, 
Mastodon and 
more. 

When: July 13 
Where: Glen 
Helen Pavilion. 
Why: Looks like Ozzy has competition for the best 
summer metal festival. This lineup will be hard to 
beat. 

How much: $50-$6.66 


What: Projekt 
Revolution 2008 
Who: Linkin Park, 
Chris Cornell, The 
Bravery, Atreyu, 10 
years and more. 
When: August 10 
Where: 

Verizon Wireless 
Amphitheatre in 
Irvine. 

Why: The guys in Linkin Park know how to put 
together a diverse lineup. Why not check it out? 
How much: $79.75 — $24.75 


What: Unity Tour 
2008. 

Who: 311 with 
Snoop Dogg and 
Fiction Plane. 
When: June 28 
Where: 

Verizon Wireless 
Amphitheater in 
Irvine. 


Why: 311 and Snoop Dogg? It’s so bizarre that it’s a 


must-see. 
How much: $47.50 —$20 


Solo Tours Worth Mentioning: 


Who: The Cure 
; When: June 1 
Where: The Shrine Auditorium 
How much: Sold Out. 


Who: Stone Temple Pilots 
When: June 24 
Where: The Hollywood Bowl 
How much: $35 — $125 


Who: Radiohead 
When: August 24 & 25 
Where: The Hollywood Bowl 
How much: Sold Out. 
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Illustration by Jenny Stockdale 


With the rising cost of gas and tuition, students 
can use all the dollar bills they can get. Check 
out one DIG writer’s advice on places to get the 
most bang for your buck. 


By Daniel Macri 


living cheap in Long Beach. But besides price, there are 
some other things you should keep in mind while trying to 
live the thrifty life. 

First off, remember that quality of life will take a back seat in 
place of trying to get by. Survival isn’t the right word, but it’s the 
first thing that comes to mind. I like to think it builds character. 
Another thing to keep in mind is to think used, not new, and rent 
whenever possible. Family-owned businesses are best, but also 
have an open mind towards corporations not named Wal-Mart. 

There are many different categories to consider when devising 
your budget. The most important, in my opinion, is food, so I'll 
start there. There are two types: foods for home-use that you buy 


B= shoppers let’s cut to the chase: this is a guide to 
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from a supermarket and foods that you eat in the many fine dining 
establishments in Long Beach. 

I like Ralphs due to the Ralphs card system; it saves you quite 
a bit and there’s plenty of locations in Long Beach. Invest in eggs, 
spaghetti, bread and anything that’s Ralphs brand. Ralphs store 
brand products are cheaper and are good quality, honestly. 

Another place that is surprisingly affordable is another 
corporation: Costco, located on Willow Street in Signal Hill. It’s a 
wonderful warehouse where you can buy in bulk at relatively low 
prices, thus covering your food for not one, but two and maybe 
even three weeks if you don’t mind the repetition. This is where 
your parents come in handy because for some reason, parents 
have Costco membership cards. I use my dad’s quite a bit. 

When you're flat broke you can hit up Costco for the free 

samples, another perk of the store. They may not fill you up, 
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but those hamburger samples definitely hold you over. A rule 
to remember though: always space yourself between your first 
and second servings, going in a circular motion with the utmost 
politeness and interest. 

Now if you don’t feel like eating in and want some fast food, ora 
low-priced sit-down place, there are plenty of those in Long Beach 
too. Since you are at Costco, let’s start there. They have a great 
food court where $1.50 will get you a hot dog and a soda. They 
also have cheap pizza, salads and desserts. Most stores have the 
food court outside the store so you don’t even need a membership 
to enjoy the cheap, delicious food. 

Another fast food place that is easy on the wallet is the Hole 
Mole taco shop located on 461 Obispo Ave. or 5901 Pacific Coast 
Highway. They have $.50 potato tacos. 

China Chef Express located on the corner of Anaheim and 
Redondo is another great choice, where $5 gives you a greasy 
meal so large that you can make two meals out of it. 

Little Caesars Pizza is famous for their cheap Hot-N-Ready 
deal, but if you want an even better quality pizza at the same 
$5 price I suggest you go to Deli News located in the Target 
shopping center at Stearns 
and Bellflower. The Italian 
family-owned shop makes 
their own dough and sauce 
and is a much better deal. 

For a good sit-down 
restaurant, I suggest Peking 
Wok, located at 6252 
Pacific Coast Highway at 
the corner of Loynes Drive. 
Their lunch specials run 
between $5.25 and $7.55 
for gargantuan portions of 
quality Mandarin cuisine 
well beyond Pick-Up Stix. The atmosphere is nice and it is easily 
enough food for two meals. 

Taste of India is another dine-in restaurant to consider, located 
at 2620 Long Beach Blvd just north of Willow. Ranging between 
$6 and $8, this little taste of India offers quality poultry, lamb, 
seafood or vegetable combos at a fast-food speed. And there’s no 
MSG or lard so you can rest assured that it won’t give you a heart 
attack. 

Another necessity to consider is clothes. This is where that 
used-instead-of-new philosophy comes in. Goodwill, located just 
south of Anaheim on Redondo Avenue, and Out of the Closet, 
located on the corner of Anaheim and PCH, are great choices. You 
can buy a button-up shirt or t-shirt for under $4 and blue jeans 
under $10. Coats, jackets, socks and even underwear can be found 
here. The selection and quality are good, but it’s those odd designs 
and t-shirts carrying logos such as, “Life’s a garden, dig it,” that 
makes it worth your time. You can also buy practical things at 
discounted prices such as kitchen supplies, furniture, records, 
VHS tapes, posters and board games. 

For those who want to buy higher end clothes at a used price, 
there is Buffalo Exchange located on 2nd Street in Belmont Shore. 
You can even trade in some of your good used clothes (if you’re 
lucky, they’re extremely picky) for some extra cash. 

And for those who want to buy brand new clothes from a big- 
name department store, there is a cheap way in accomplishing 
that too. Go to any Sears, Mervyns or Target store and you can 
receive 10 percent or more off your purchase if you open a store 
credit card. In the case of Sears, you receive $15 complimentary 
credit for your first purchase. 


There are also ways to make a few extra 
bucks by simply recycling your cans and 
bottles at a recycling center. There’s one 
at the Stater Brothers on Spring Street 
near Palo Verde and there’s even one on 
campus down Park Way by the dorms. 


For automobile problems, there are plenty of hole-in-the- 
wall shops located west of Redondo. They offer better deals with 
greater customer service than the big companies such as Goodyear 
and Pep Boys. Go see Jim at Herb and Red’s Auto Repair off of 7th 
Street for personalized car service you can trust. 

Finally, there is entertainment. Just like food, there are two 
forms of entertainment: home entertainment and out-on-the- 
town entertainment. There are many ways to make your dollar 
go a long way. 

If you want to watch a particular movie or listen to a particular 
CD, you have to think in terms of renting, not buying. Why buy 
movies and CD’s, or spend more than $4 at Blockbuster, when 
your local library has them for free, and at worst, a dollar per 
rental? The selection is surprising, and if you read the opinion 
section of the March DIG issue, you know my love for libraries. 

If there is something you absolutely need in your collection, 
think used. A place like Fingerprints record store on 2nd Street in 
Belmont Shore has a high quality selection and usually has what 
you need at a used price. 

When you want to 
get out of the house 
and you are low on 
money, I only have 
two words for you: 
Alex’s Bar. It’s a bar 
which hasan if-Mike- 
Ness-ran-the-joint 
atmosphere to it. For 
a five dollar cover at 
the door on Fridays, 
you can usually see 
live bands playing. 
They have talent 
and interesting 
personalities; you simply can’t get bored. They also have live band 
Karaoke on Saturday nights when there are no cover charges, and 
$4 gets you a tall can of Tecate or Pabst Blue Ribbon. 

The Auld Dublineratthe Pike (nocover) offerslive entertainment 
with a loud, crowded atmosphere that an Irish man would truly 
love. Try many of the 4th Street bars such as Red Room and V 
Room where cheap drinks and interesting people coincide. And if 
you are in a giddy mood, try the Prospector where you get a taste 
of Americana with interesting drinks like the Hallucination Shot 
and Karaoke on Fridays with no cover. 

Two activities I enjoy most while in Long Beach cost absolutely 
nothing: walking down 2nd Street in Belmont Shore, or biking 
out on the beach/bike path along Ocean Avenue. It’s a cool way to 
get some fresh air while not worrying about your miniscule bank 
account shrinking before your eyes. Walking or riding your bike in 
general is not only healthy, but it will get you to your destination 
while costing you nothing. 

There are also ways to make a few extra bucks by simply 
recycling your cans and bottles at a recycling center. There’s one 
at the Stater Brothers on Spring Street near Palo Verde and there’s 
even one on campus down Park Way by the dorms. 

I’m sure that I’ve left out a bunch of stuff about living cheap 
in Long Beach because the city is gigantic with so much going on 
that it’s hard to grasp everything. But once you realize you are on 
a budget, embrace the fact that you’re going to have to live like a 
cheapskate. The sooner you do that, the more fun and creative you 
can be with your cash while learning the value of a buck, and Long 
Beach is perfect for that. 
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The Angels’ Jered Weaver has become one 
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of the most dominant 


pitchers in the game, just like he was when he pitched for our very own 
Dirtbags. Read what he had to say about his journey to the majors. 


By Abbey Mastracco 


The silhouette on the mound at Anaheim Stadium is 
unmistakable; the tall, lanky frame and the long, flowing hair 
coming out from underneath the red Angels cap. There’s only one 
guy with that hair in baseball, and that’s Jered Weaver. 

Weaver, the Angels’ ace with the flame-throwing right arm was 
a rookie phenom two seasons ago, going 11-2 with a 2.56 ERA 
and winning his first nine games in “the show,” matching a Major 
League record after just a very short stint in the minors. The road 
that led Weaver to Anaheim was one well traveled by several 
major leaguers: Weaver took the Dirtbag route. 

“Tt’s an honor to call yourself that,” Weaver said of being a 
Dirtbag. “It’s just a style of play. You get knocked down you get 
right back up and finish. You do whatever it takes to win a game 
and keep the team in the game.” 

“Dream” Weaver, as he was known during college, put together 
one of the most prolific careers of any Long Beach State baseball 
player during his tenure. Weaver took the hill for the Dirtbags 
from 2003-2004, breaking nearly every record in the book and 
earning nearly every award there was to win, including National 
Player of the Year and seven other awards that honor collegiate 
baseball’s top player. 

As a junior in 2004, Weaver built an incredibly impressive 
résumé for himself, finishing 15-1 with the nation’s third best 
ERA, and notching 213 strikeouts to set a new school and Big 
West Conference record. He opened the season 14-0 and twice 
struck out the first 10 batters he faced. 

“When he came in he had a good knowledge of both the game 
of baseball and pitching,” said LBSU head coach Mike Weathers. 
“His mechanics have always been good, he’s always been real sure 
of himself. How he left was really even more sure of his ability.” 

It was expected Weaver would be the first overall pick of the 
draft that year, as the San Diego Padres showed a vested interest 
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in the right-hander. It was said that Weaver would be a perfect 
fit in the newly-opened Petco Park, a park that couldn’t be more 
friendly to pitchers. 

But when Weaver signed with baseball’s super agent Scott 
Boras, an infamous figure for negotiating some of baseball’s 
highest contracts, Padres’ GM Kevin Towers lost interest. 

Weaver was taken as the 12th pick, much lower than expected, 
and did not sign right away, forcing him to play a season in an 
independent league. Weaver notes that while Boras is somewhat 
controversial, he has no complaints about his representation. 

“T guess there’s got to be a super agent in every sport, someone 
who takes the heat,” he said. 

The stuff to become a major leaguer was undoubtedly there, 
but Weaver wasn’t always the dominant ace that he is now. The 
influence of several people aided in his development. Weaver’s 
older brother Jeff (who currently pitches for the Milwaukee 
Brewers), his dad and former Dirtbag pitching coach Troy Buckley 
have all been largely influential in Weaver’s career. 

“When I worked with Buckley, he just had a really great way of 
speaking what he needed to say, getting the point across,” Weaver 
said. “My dad taught me everything I know, but Buckley and I had 
a really close relationship in that regard.” 

His relationship with several other Dirtbags has been very close 
as well. Weaver was a groomsman in current third base coach TJ 
Bruce’s wedding last year and says he still has a close relationship 
with Colorado Rockies shortstop Troy Tulowitzki and Boston Red 
Sox organization pitcher Abe Alvarez. 

Wearing the dirt on the front of a Beach jersey and playing 
at Blair Field is a badge of honor in Long Beach. You’re part of a 
winning tradition and a family, according to Weaver. And he says 
will always be part of the Dirtbag family. 

“We were kind of an upstart program, it had to do with the 
Dirtbag name,” Weaver said. “I had a lot of fun times. I hope what 
I did can help the program.” a 
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By Jeffery Patch 


“Where is all the sand?” I thought to myself when I landed at 
Mohammed V Airport in Casablanca, Morocco. It turns out that 
much of Morocco is actually very dense with forests and vegetation, 
despite what most people might think. The Mediterranean climate 
of Morocco is much more comfortable than one would imagine 
when contemplating a visit to North Africa. 

“Bienvenue en Maroc! Welcome in Maroc!” I frequently heard 
while walking down busy streets. Not knowing whether I was 
French, English or American, the locals were quick to cover their 
bases and make sure I understood that I was welcome in their 
country. 

My trip was a short one, only a week long, coinciding with 
CSULB’s spring break. I spent about 20 hours on four flights to 
get to Casablanca, but once I was there I was immediately in love 
with Morocco. I will admit, Casablanca is a rather new city built by 
the French when they landed their forces there last century, and 
has little to offer tourists other than a large airport and a beautiful 
mosque. Hassan II Mosque is the second largest mosque in the 
world, behind only Masjid al-Haram in Mecca. It is also one of the 
few mosques in the world that allows non-Muslims to visit. 

After only one night in Casablanca I took a train to Fes, the 
former capital of Morocco. Fes is one of the four imperial cities of 
Morocco and life inside the walled Medina of Fes el Bali has not 
changed much for around 1,200 years. The Medina is filled with 
souks (shops) that sell everything from tasty fruit and vegetables, 
clucking chickens and freshly butchered lambs, beautiful fabrics, 
rugs and hand woven clothing. The walkways are extremely 
narrow and when somebody walks through with a donkey loaded 
with goods, you better hug the wall and get out of the way! An 
official tour guide is a cheap and easy way to make sure you don’t 
get lost. They will take you to the most important things a tourist 


Torocco: not your, typical spring, 


roe ay, a 
break 


wants to see including the leather tanneries and several shops 
where you can see artisans working their crafts. 

While staying in the youth hostel located in the Ville Nouvelle 
(French built “New City”) I met quite a few fellow young travelers. 
I tagged along with three people from England to a small town 
called Chefchaouen located in the Rif Mountains. 

It was quite a journey to get there. Many of the busses were sold 
out because it was a busy Moroccan holiday week but we managed 
to make it, after spending five hours on a hot bus without air- 
conditioning that broke down along the way. It only cost about $4, 
so we couldn’t complain too much. 

On our way, we met a very friendly Moroccan man named 
Youssef. We were hesitant to trust anybody as we had heard 
stories of people befriending you only to receive tips. We were 
lucky though. Youssef turned out to be a great friend. He helped 
us find some very affordable rooms in a beautiful guesthouse and 
took us out for tea. While there, he asked if we would meet his 
family that night and eat dinner with them. We were happy to 
oblige and ended up spending the following evening with them 
as well. 

Morocco may not be your typical spring break destination, but 
I can not describe how much I recommend it, especially to young 
travelers who are willing to spend time getting around. Everything 
is extremely affordable (I spent only $400 on everything except 
my plane tickets) and you will never forget the friends that you 
inevitably will make. 

My only warning, and it has nothing to do with safety, is that 
knowing French is helpful. You don’t need to be fluent, but a grasp 
on the language or knowing Arabic will make life much easier 
and more enjoyable as Moroccans will strike up conversation 
with you often. Being able to talk with them was one of my many 
highlights. 77 
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By Dale Johnson 


It’s a rare treat when two bands big 
enough to be headlining a venue by 
themselves decide to join forces and 
tour, so when I heard that Thrice and 
Circa Survive were hitting the road 
together, I was ecstatic. 

Late classes plus traffic going south 
equaled not arriving early enough to see 
progressive instrumental act Pelican 
open the show. These Chicago natives 
create some beautiful-yet-still-heavy 
instrumental songs and are definitely 
worth checking out. 

Next on the stage was Circa Survive, 
and I was a bit surprised with the 
reception they received. While a good 
number of fans were singing along with 
Anthony Green’s high-pitched voice, you could certainly tell that most 
people were there to see headliners Thrice. 

Despite crowd allegiances, Circa Survive played an amazing set. 

Straying away from its well-known material, Circa played a mellow 
set, drawing mostly from its latest record “On Letting Go.” The band 
opened the show with a new song called “Sleep On The Ground,” and 
then transitioned to an extended version of “Living Together.” Circa 
played another new song later in the night. Both new songs seemed 
unfinished, but promising. 

The set was highlighted by “The Great Golden Baby” from the 
band’s first record “Juturna,” and a powerful version of “Mandala” 
that much of the crowd helped sing. 

Green commanded the stage like a true rock star, using strange 
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dance moves and _ hilarious banter 
between and during the songs. He proved 
once again why he is one of the top front 
men in the scene today. 

Circa closed their set with an extended 
version of “The Difference Between 
Medicine And Poison Is In The Dose.” 

After about a 30-minute wait, Thrice 
finally hit the stage. Earlier in the week, 
they released “The Alchemy Index: Vol. 
III And IV: Air & Earth” the final two 
discs of a four disc concept album that 
looked to channel fire, water, air and 
Earth on each disc. 

Thrice didn’t waste any time playing 
this new material, opening with the 
acoustic “Moving Mountains,” and 
playing “Brown Lungs” second, both 
appear on “Air and Earth.” 

Just when it seemed that Thrice would be playing a majority of new 
material, it blasted in to the scream-filled track “Silhouette,” from fan 
favorite album “The Artist In The Ambulance.” Thrice would end up 
drawing heavily from this album, playing five songs from it. 

The band found a balance between its newer, more experimental, 
material on “The Alchemy Index,” and all of its past records as well. 

After completing its initial set, Thrice came back for a mesmerizing 
three song encore in which the band members blistered through fan 
favorite “Deadbolt,” took their lungs and guitars to their breaking 
point with “The Earth Will Shake,” and ended on a much mellower 
note with the sonnet infused acoustic “Child Of Dust.” 

It was truly a special night at the HOB San Diego, and if you missed 


out, don’t fear, the tour comes back to the LA area May 26-30. § i 


soulful pop-rock album (that 
is a collection of infectious 
is =|... tunes) should be skipped over 
SEW ASENT or could be considered filler 
tracks. Pop-punk anthems like 
“Take My Hand” and “High 
Hopes in Velvet” will have you 
continuously rocking out while 
“Risky Business” will do exactly 
as the lyrics say and have you 
“stop asking, keep dancing.” 
Already a fan favorite, the 
reworked “I’ll Run” has made 
notable changes to showcase 
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in a high-pitched shriek like 
Moore. The band members 
use catchy guitar riffs to get 
to powerful, ridio-friendlly 
choruses. Screaming is used 
_ sporadically to accentuate 
articular lyrics, but is no 
onger half the vocal material. 
“Two As One,” along with 
“The Other Side” and “Worlds 
Away,” make up a trio of very 
cli opening songs that get 
the listener’s attention. All 
three are upbeat, catchy, good 
rock songs. The next two, “We 
All Turn Back To Dust” and 
“Medicinal Reality,” are equally 


By Jessica Iavazzi 


Following in the footsteps 
of other bands on their label 
like Fall Out Boy, Panic at the 
Disco and Gym Class Heroes, 
the young boys of The Cab 
have filled their debut disc with 
tracks just waiting to become 
Top 40 and “TRL” hits. 

This Las  Vegas-based 
quintet has been destined 
for fame since it became part 
of the Decaydance/ Fueled 
By Ramen family, and its 
highly-anticipated first album, 
“Whisper War,” lives up to all 
the hype from its critics and 
fans. 

Not a single track on this 


the band’s growing abilities 
and refined talents. 

The stand out track on 
the record is “Bounce,” 
an unapologetic pop song 
reminiscent of the boy bands 
that dominated the early part 
of this decade, but with a touch 
of rock. The combination of 
vocal talent, thoughtful lyrics 
and impressive melody will 
leave the listener mesmerized 
by this newbie band’s talent all 
the way til the last note. 

After its conclusion, you 
know that you have just 
listened to a collection of songs 
that will have an effect on 
the music industry much like 
“Dance, Dance” or “I Write 
Sins Not Tragedies” did. 
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By Matthew Wilkinson 


It’s human nature to want 
to compare things. Contrasting 
one thing against another helps 
us to assess and understand it. 
Yet to fully appreciate From 
First To Last’s new self-titled 
album, you have to force 
yourself to ignore that impulse 
to compare. 

The band’s former front 
man Sonny Moore quit after 
two very popular albums and 
took his screeching falsetto 
with him. Deciding not to 
replace him, the group decided 
instead to let guitarist Matt 
Good switch back to vocals like 
he did in the band’s 2003 EP 
“Aesthetic.” 

From the first seconds of 
“Two As One” the group’s 
evolution becomes evident. 
Good sings in normal tone, not 


as strong yet are a little slower 
and mellower, something 
absent from previous From 
First To Last albums. 

For a slight glimpse at the 
old _—_ screamo/post-hardcore 
version of the band, listen 
to “Deliverance!,” the eighth 
track. Although it starts off 
like a normal rock song, the 
chorus has that familiar blood- 
curdling scream of guitarist 
Travis Richter heard on the 
last two albums. 

Fans of the old_ lineup 
may struggle with _ the 
metamorphosis this band has 
ie through, but the group’s 

esire to get away from that 
old screamo genre and start 
working towards longevity as 
a legit rock band is evident on 
this album. Once you are able 
to stop comparing, it’s a very 
solid album. 


